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Introduction 
 

1 Fazeley Town Council decided to prepare a Neighbourhood Development Plan 

(NDP) at a Town Council meeting on 11th June 2018 and applied to Lichfield District 

Council for designation on 20th June 2018.  The Fazeley neighbourhood area was 

designated on 11th July 2018 and is the same as the Parish boundary (see Map 1 in 

the NDP). 

 

2 NDPs are technical planning policy documents used to help determine planning 

applications.  They have to be in general conformity with strategic planning policies 

set out in the Local Plan (here the Lichfield District Local Plan) and to have regard to 

national planning policies.  They should be underpinned by suitable and 

proportionate technical evidence.  However, they are locally led documents, prepared 

by parish and town councils (and in non parished areas by neighbourhood fora) and 

shaped and informed by the responses to several stages of public consultation.  

 

3 This report sets out the first steps of informal consultation for the Fazeley NDP; the 

informal consultation on the Draft Vision, Objectives and Key Planning Issues 

undertaken in Spring 2022. 

 

Consultation Process - March to April 2022 
 

4. The Town Council published a Draft Vision, Objectives and Key Planning Themes 

document for public consultation in Spring 2022.  This set out the proposed approach 

and scope of the NDP and included a draft Vision and Objectives.   

 

5. A short questionnaire was included which invited local views and comments on 

whether the proposed way forward was appropriate and whether there was anything 

missing that was important and needed addressing. The Vision document and 
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Questionnaire are published on the NDP page of the Town Council website and can 

be viewed here.  A copy is provided in Appendix 1. 

 

6. A leaflet was delivered to all local households, shops and pubs publicising the 

consultation and inviting people to access the full document on the Town Council’s 

website or to borrow a hard copy from the Town Clerk.  Posters were put up on Town 

Council noticeboards and in shops. 

 

 
Copy of Leaflet 

 

 

 
Copy of Poster 

 

https://fazeleytowncouncil.wordpress.com/fazeley-neighbourhood-plan-documents/
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7. A drop in event was held on the evening of 28th March 2022 at the Town Hall from 

5pm to 7:30pm. The event was well attended with about 100 residents coming along 

to find out more and to discuss their concerns about planning proposals in the area.  

Hard copies of the Vision document and response forms were provided to attendees 

and all copies were taken away.   

 

Town Hall Event, 28th March 2022 

 

8. Unfortunately, the consultation did not generate many completed and returned 

response forms, although it did work well to raise awareness of the NDP amongst 

local residents and stakeholders and as a launch event.  Comments were submitted 

by only 9 residents (with some sharing the forms).   

 

9. These were considered by the Steering Group and used to help shape the policies 

and proposals in the Draft Plan. 

Summary of Responses 
 

10. Draft Vision 

The respondents generally supported the Draft Vision but 2 did not answer.  

Comments included the following: 

• Need to consider ribbon style development along Watling Street when designing 

recreation facilities.  

• Much of the off-road space is along waterways which are not safe for children. 

• Road crossings need careful planning. 

 

 

11. Draft Objectives 

Most respondents supported the draft objectives but 2 did not answer. Comments 

included the following: 
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• Shopping and recreation facilities are so limited that those with the means drive 

elsewhere, contributing to loss of a sense of community and adding to traffic 

problems. 

• Much of the heritage has already been destroyed from the boathouse to the chapel 

leaving buildings more scaffolding than historic value. 

• It would be helpful if Obj 3 ‘small housing schemes’ was defined by actual numbers. 

 

12. Key Planning Themes – Built Heritage and Design 

All respondents except 2 supported this theme in the Plan.  1 did not answer and 1 

ticked ‘No’.  Comments included the following: 

• The sooner the derelict properties are dealt with the better. Some went up in flames 

over 10 years ago. 

• Fazeley needs to be seen as an important part of history not valueless. 

• New housing developments must conform to zero carbon footprints or as near as 

technically feasible. 

 

13. Key Planning Themes – Public Realm 

All respondents except 2 supported this theme in the Plan.  1 did not answer and 1 

ticked ‘No’.  Comments included the following: 

• Enable young and old to cross busy roads without having to walk half a mile 

• Many people use mobility scooters so suitable pavements are needed. 

• Traffic calming measures for the junction at Mile Oak to make it easier to cross the 

road are needed. 

• There is often traffic congestion from A5 and Ventura retail park and getting out of 

George Avenue is difficult at some times of day. 

• Traffic management must take into account that additional housing will add to 

congestion and will have a huge negative effect on the local environment. 

 

14. Key Planning Issues – Housing 

All respondents except 3 supported this theme in the Plan.  Comments included the 

following: 

• Some small-scale housing has already been built very well creating small 

communities but the conversion of the chapel is disappointing. It would have made a 

great living museum as historic scenery for the mill building.  There are still artefacts 

held by mill workers. It could have included a café as Fazeley doesn’t have one. 

• Support for small scale housing only and welcome anything in NDP to limit 800 

homes proposals for Mile Oak. 

• A more reasonable amount eg 100 would have e less impact on local environment in 

terms of loss of Green Belt and reduction in traffic / congestion. 

• Small scale housing schemes supported.  Will suffer from extra traffic with Tolson Mill 

development then more when 800 homes are built at Mile Oak. Facilities and 

infrastructure don’t exist to support further development next to Drayton Manor Park. 

• Small scale housing must be defined.  Small is 5-10.  Any additional housing must be 

supported by new local amenities such as school places and doctors.  Already 

oversubscribed. 

 

15. Key Planning Issues – Business 

All respondents except 2 supported this theme in the Plan.  1 did not answer and 1 

objected. Comments included the following: 

• More shops are needed as more dwellings are built. 
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• The current convenience stores are already overcrowded and do not have 

competition.  Those who can will drive out of Fazeley to Ventura leaving Fazeley as a 

dormitory town. 

• The site of the Plough public house is an eyesore and any regeneration / conversion 

to a new public house or other business would be welcomed. 

• Where would facilities to serve the Marina be built? Cafes, bars, accommodation, 3 

pubs already exist. 

• Do not need any more bars or food outlets. 

• Where will parking be provided when can’t cope now. 

 

16. Key Planning Issues – Open Space, Recreation and the Natural Environment 

All respondents except 2 supported this theme in the Plan.  Both objected. 

Comments included the following: 

• Very much needed. 

• Children need recreational areas and should not have to play n car parks or shared 

space not protected from the road or other peoples’ dogs. 

• Some allotments would be appreciated since many affordable dwellings don’t have 

gardens. 

• Since preschool / play group facility on corner of Mill Lane was sold a similar facility 

or a soft play area with café as Lichfield has would be welcome. 

• Affordable properties like flats are cramped.  

• Fazeley is without access to cultural facilties. The last bus out of Tamworth towards 

Fazeley leaves at 21.18 which is too early for events at assembly rooms in Tamworth 

and there is no access to Lichfield to the Darwin Museum etc there. 

• Fazeley is in danger of becoming a town that residents have to leave whether for 

education, shopping or culture, particularly if bus passes are withdrawn since then 

many will find food locally unaffordable as well as having no access to a library or 

park. 

• Strongly object to any change of use to the field in Mayfield Drive, Drayton Bassett / 

Fazeley. 

• Agree – the local biodiversity is of great importance and we would welcome anything 

to enhance and nurture that for the benefit of current and future residents. 

• Existing farmland already enhances biodiversity and watercourses.  Developers 

should be strongly discouraged in these areas. 

 

17. Disagree / Missed Anything 

Comments included: 

• Don’t let the Robert Peel hospital go.  The authorities keep trying to close it but it is a 

very valuable facility. 

• Additions and clarifications as already commented. 

 

18. Other Comments 

Comments included: 

• Now you have started please don’t let it go.  Communities are important and are 

created by good planning. 

• As above – keep field as it is. 
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Next Steps 
 

19. All comments will be considered by the NDP Steering Group and used to inform the 

policies and proposals in the Draft NDP. 

 

20. The Steering Group will also have to give more thought to the consultation processes 

going forwards to ensure as many local residents and stakeholders as possible are 

engaged in the NDP process and respond in wiring to all future NDP consultations. 
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Appendix 1 – Copy of Consultation Document and Questionnaire 
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